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proper parliamentary system would necessitate fundamen-
tal changes in her financial structure. But public attention
is so engrossed on 'financial safeguards' that practically no
thought is given to financial machinery, and the question
of providing a strong and effective machinery for financial
control has receded into the background. This is particu-
larly unfortunate, as finance is of paramount importance
in a poor and undeveloped country like India. The
lowering of the franchise, which is inevitable and neces-
sary, will bring into the legislatures a larger body of men
pledged to greater facilities, within their respective con-
stituencies, in the matter of communications, education,
and public health, as well as to generous revisions in land
revenue assessments and extinction of excise and salt
revenue. The Finance Minister with a big 'No5 written
on his forehead will not be easy to secure in a democratic
India, and he will bless a Constitution under which he can
seek shelter in his natural desire to keep expenditure under
control rather than invoke support from colleagues whose
political commitments may occasionally run counter to
considerations of economy and sound finance.

Estimates Committee.

The financial control of the Indian legislature begins with
the submission of the budget estimates of revenue and
expenditure, which are laid annually before both Cham-
bers in the form of a statement, under section 67 A (1) of
the Government of India Act. It is a great merit of the
Indian system that income and expenditure estimates and
proposals axe presented to the legislature at the same time,
and not as in Great Britain, where estimates of several
spending departments are voted by the House of Commons
even before the estimated income of the year to which
those estimates relate is known.  This feature should be